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My meetings with Hasan created a strong framework for our musical 
project. The traditional Polish songs he showed me naturally led me to 
think about similarities and differences between Greek and Polish 
traditional music. Ultimately, what led me to start the musical process was 
the story behind the piece I liked the most. This piece is named “Time 
Passes by Time” (freely translated) — a title which balances between 
optimism and pessimism.  

Stories about places and people motivate one unwittingly. 

“My loved one left while I was falling asleep / like birds leave the branches 
of the trees / our wings are broken / Oh God, It’s such a pity that I won’t be 
able to marry Ludvina / Time passes everywhere.” 

Joseph and Ludvina. Two people separated.  

“She left like birds leave the branches of the trees.”  

Reuniting them became the purpose of this musical work. A dance 
somewhere in the middle of the piece. For them to meet again. For us to 
see them dancing in the air. 

“Flowing Spring rain / a heavy rain changes everything / a tree wrapped in 
singing birds.”     

                                                                                      Alexandros Gkonis 

[When the Torches light up the Valley] 

Composed for the CREA-CULT-2021-COOP Project “B-Me - Blending Melodies: Bridging cultural iden<<es” 
Reference: 101055770
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